
PROPOSED ADDITION TO THE LOCAL RULES  
OF THE SECOND APPELLATE DISTRICT 

 
 Comments Requested:  The Second District Court of Appeals will accept public 
comments until July 1, 2021 on the following proposed addition to the Local Rules of the Second 
Appellate District.  Specifically, the court of appeals welcomes comments on Loc.App.R. 15, 
which will permit a judge’s signature, whether executed manually or by means of a device or 
machine, to be affixed to judgment entries, decisions and orders upon the approval of the judge.  
The rule also provides that approved signatures executed by means of a device or machine shall 
be accepted as original signatures. 
 
 Comments on the proposed rule should be submitted in writing to:  Jim Nealon, Deputy 
Court Administrator, Second District Court of Appeals, 41 N. Perry Street, 5th Floor, Dayton, 
Ohio 45422, or nealonj@mcohio.org not later than July 1, 2021.  Please include your full name 
and mailing address in any comments submitted by email. 
 
 The court has determined that there is immediate need for Loc.App.R. 15, and, therefore, 
deems it effective on May 17, 2021.1      

  

                                                           
1 “A local rule of practice shall be adopted only after a court or division of a court provides appropriate notice and 
an opportunity to comment on the proposed rule. If the court or division determines that there is an immediate need 
for the rule, the court or division may adopt the rule without prior notice and opportunity for comment, but promptly 
shall afford notice and opportunity for comment.”  (Emphasis added.)  Sup.R. 5(A)(2). 



RULE 15 AUTHORIZED SIGNATURES  
ON JUDGMENT ENTRIES, DECISIONS, AND ORDERS 

 
The signature of any judge or magistrate on any judgment entry, decision, or order may be 

executed manually or by means of any device or machine, including electronic signature or 
signature stamp.  No judgment entry, decision, or order shall be signed for any judge or magistrate 
manually or by means of any device or machine, including electronic signature or signature stamp, 
without first obtaining permission indicating the intention of the signer to authenticate the 
signature and the document. 

 
Signatures of judges and magistrates executed by means of any device or machine, 

including electronic signature or signature stamp, shall be accepted as original signatures. 
 
(Effective May 17, 2021.) 


